
Several hot spots on the island of Tasmania were detected by the MODIS instrument on the Terra
satellite.  Each hot spot, which appears as a red mark, is an area where the thermal detectors on the
MODIS instrument recognized temperatures higher than background. When accompanied by plumes
of smoke, as in this image, such hot spots are diagnostic for fire.

NASA's Terra satellite collected this natural-color image with the Moderate Resolution Imaging
Spectroradiometer, MODIS, instrument on January 17, 2016. NASA image courtesy Jeff Schmaltz
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