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Despite Noving Home To Find Clean Air

Tasmani an Creens NP Kim Booth

Creens Shadow Private Forestry spokesperson

Vlednesday, 7 May 2008

Contact: State Parliamentary Cffices of the Tasmani an Creens, (03) 6233
8300
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The Tasmani an Creens today descri bed as an "unacceptabl e infringement on
public health" the inpacts caused by forestry burn-off smoke which has
resulted a Northern Tasmani an man having to be hospitalised, despite

al ready havi ng moved hone once in an attenpt to find a smoke
pollution-free area in which to rebuild his life.

Creens Shadow Private Forestry spokesperson and Menber for Bass, Kim
Booth MP, said that the situation facing M Clive Stott, as reported in
today's print press, is a horrific exanple of how entrenched the Lennon
government has allowed the situation to have becorme, for forestry
interests to be prioritised over the conmmunity's interests to the extent
t hat people can be driven from their homes and hospitalised, and no
action is taken.

"It is an unacceptable infringenent on public health standards for
anyone to need to seek hospitalisation due to the out-dated and
polluting practice of forestry burn-offs,” M Booth said.

"The reported experience of M Stott is a shocking indictnent on the
forestry industry, especially the private forests industry who appear to
have been responsible for the recent burn offs in Northern Tasmani a, as
wel | as an indictnment upon the Lennon government who has turned a blind
eye to conmnunity conplaints for far too long."

"It is outrageous that M Stott first had to move from his home in the
north east due to unacceptable health inpacts suffered thanks to the

i ndustry's belligerent adherence to its burns policy there, let alone
the fact that his perceived snmoke-free haven in Crindelwald was al so
turned into an asthma nightnare for him and required him to seek
hospital help via the Emergency Departnment.”

"When is this governnent going to say 'enough is enough', no industry
has the right to put any menber of the public's health at risk, and



especially not on an annual basis and this polluting practice nust
st op?"

"VWhere is the Health N nister, Lara Ciddings, and the Environment
Minister, N chelle C Byrne, standing up to the forest industry and
threatening them with legal action over the air pollution and public
heal t h danger that the industry's actions have caused?"

"No other industry would get away with its actions resulting in people's
hospi talisation without sonme kind of action being undertaken - but under
Lennon Labor the industry doesn't even feel it needs to respond to
concerns raised.”

"This government nust change course dramatically and govern in the
public's interests, not just that of forestry and big private forestry
conpani es,” Nr Booth concl uded.
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