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Dear Sir/Madam,

I appreciate the closing date has expired for submissions on the draft Smoke Regulations and I have not been given an extension, however, I am forwarding the following current information for your consideration if you would please as the EPA works through things in relation to this matter.

People in the north of the state (and some in the south) have been experiencing high levels of smoke from mainly wood heaters and some back yard burning since the beginning of July this year. Historically it looks like it will continue. 
It should be noted major fuel reduction and forestry burning has not been taking place during this time period. The smoke has been of dangerously high levels during night and day light hours.
Our Standards allow for a 24 hour rolling average of the levels that people are being exposed to; however; point sources would be very much greater.
The extended duration does not give protection by staying indoors.
In fact DHHS Tasmania recognises 1 hour rolling average reporting on their website from a health point of view.

It is recognised <5gm/m3 is considered clean air even though there is no safe level of particulate matter.
Susceptible people (those with asthma, COPD for example) do not just miraculously 'get better' when raised smoke levels drop. Health damage is cumulative and suffering long lasting.

In the EPA’s deliberations cleanairtas is asking that our ambient air quality readings during this period be looked at.
It shows good evidence as to why changes need to be made to our draft Smoke Regulations.
Wood smoke just does not fit into boxes but it must be managed independently. You will see in the 30 day plots our wood heater smoke comes right on the heels of the larger scale burning giving Tasmanians almost no respite. We cannot have one blaming the other.

See EPA Air Section examples below sourced from http://epa.tas.gov.au/air/live/day_av_plots/plot_selector.html
Yellow graphs are 24 hour rolling average.

Thank you.

Yours faithfully,


[bookmark: _GoBack]Clive M. Stott     for Cleanairtas
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Ti Tree Bend - most recent 3 days of data
Cont’d…
[image: ]
Ti Tree Bend - 24 hour daily rolling average
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i Tree Bend (Launceston) - most recent 30 days of data
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‘South Launceston - most recent 30 days of data
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Geeveston - most recent 30 days of data
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