woodside@isage.net.au

From: "Lyons, Geoff (Sen H. Polley)" <Geoff Lyons@aph.gov.au>
To: <cleanair@cleanairtas.com>

Sent: Friday, 18 December 2009 9:39 AM

Subject: Planned Burns

Clive

Please find enclosed letter from the Minister for Environment, Parks & Heritage.
In response to Senator Polley’s letter.
Cheers

Geoff Lyons



Page 2 of 3

S Tewlt e

Mini ; ' - P OEC 0 5; ~r
ister for Environment, Parks and Heritage . Al
Minister for Tourism and the Ares a ‘;fe”@ B .
Minister for Sport and Recrearion _ asma

Larvel 9. Mariosr Somrd Buikding. | Fruihr YWimrd, Mol TAS

GPRO Baw 1470, Hoberi, TAS 20 Acptraiy
Pho+&1 T43T2 6754 Fax +b! 7 4111 760

Emadt Mrchalic O BrrneRoarfamant.cu e s . = ? EE m )

st Floor. Pubic Buddwyn. $3 54 Jobws Sereet, Launcerion TAS
Py 4L 3 M6 TeBS Fan vl 3 6124 2640

il

Senator Malen Poliey
Elpcrarate Otfce

59 Margarat Street :
LAUNCESTON TAS 7250

Dear Senator Polley

Thank you for your (etter, rm*wdonﬁﬁctnhnr?ﬂm;-hwtﬁmwurﬂnrmm
. contact with a constiluent in neiation to pollution caused by planned forasiry bumas.
You enclosed a copy of your conwlituant's letisr dated 7 October 2009, and
requested information that may be of use in your reply,

Imvwm-tlmmwwwmﬂmpumhudhmmmdmum
Launceston community at large in relation to smoke, whether it is {rom planned
bums. wocd heaters or any othar source. | am aisa aware that Launceston and ile
environs are partcularty susceptible to build VD N SMoke levals, sspecally In winter,
when cold calm weather condiions are associated wih lemparptne inversons in the
Tamar Vakey prevening the disparsicn of smoie.

in relation 1 the Baue of sroke from planmed bums and fts health impects on the
Launceston communily and other commumitios around Tasmania. the Governmant's
approach @ guided by the principies of the Envemrenen? Frolaction Policy (Ar
Quality} 2004 {Air Palicy) and the obyectives of the Tasmaman Ay Qualdy Stratadgy
2006, In short, the Soverninend's am is 0 ensure thal smoxe from an types of
plarned bums 15 managed in accordance with pest praclice and that smoke iy
reduced to the lowest practical level consistent with the nesd o conduet Buans |
acknowledge howaver. the particular significance af foreatry planned burning, as the
forest industry is responsible for around bwe thirds af planned burms in avtumn. when
there is Mast concern aboul smoke impacty.

MEmmAumwmpnyummmmmh
felabon lo reducng the impacts of planned burning throwgh it participation in a
working group on smoke managemen formed by the Forestry Practices Advisory
Couwncil. Other agencies representsd on this working group include the Forestry
Practicas  Authority {FPA), Forestry Tasmana Parks and Widiife Service the
Department of Heatth and luman Servces and representatives of the forestry
ndustry. A major otjective of the EPA'S parlicipalion in thig Qroun s o ensure that
the principies of the Air Policy are reflectad in prososed amendmends \o the Foregd
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Fracrices Code 2000 which will, in the future, enable the anforgement of best prachce
smoka management through the forast peactices regulatory sysiem.

An imporiant mutiative of the FPA is the development of the Coordingled Smoke
Management Strategy {CSM3B) which was tnalied in the 2005 planned burning
season. The strategy provides for the coordination: of pfanned burns to minimise the
risk of high smoke levels in individual airsheds and imposes restrchons 10 it the
number and size of Burns on days whan weather forecas!s predict poor smake
dispersal it also requres improved training and the accreditation of personnel
tnvatved in Lhe planning and conduct of bums A review of the outcomes of the first
year's operation of the C5MS s presently underway |t is being undertaken by an
independent consultant and will InClude recommendations for further mprovements if
recuired,

To facilitate the assessment of the smoke management measures implemented
under the CSMS the establishment of air quaiity manitoring statiuns, in additian to
those already in pface at major poputation centres, was alsg proposed. To this end,
officers supporting the EPA are curmently in the process of establishing a pilet ar
quality monitoring network called ALANKET (Base-Lwe Ar Nelwork for the
Enviranment of Tasmania). The natwork will consist of up t¢ 15 automatic stations
lecated wt areas likety 1o be subject to smoke from planned bums Asr fquatty data
from these stations will be reported 1n near real-time 1o the Enviconmeant Divisions
publicty accessible website. The firs! five stations were depioyed in May 2008 and it
¢ #xpected that the network wilt be fully Implemented before the 2010 aulumn
burning season. Maonitoring data cotected from BLANKET will contribute to our better
understanding of the generatien. movement and dispersal of smoke from planned
burns in Tagsmania

The Tasmanian Govermment remains commitied te impreving air guality n
Launceston and acroas Tasmania It wi continue te be guided in ite approach by the
principles of the Ax Folicy and the objectives of the Tasmanian Air Quality Strategy
2008

If you require further clarification on any of the matlers discussed above yOu are
walcomea to contact the Alr Spacialist at the Environment Division on 6233 6206

Yours sincerely

i, 06r ~

Michelle C'Byme MP
Minister for Environment, Parks and Heritage
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