Tasmania Fire Service Public Information Officer Shannon Fox said the purpose of the water
bombers was not to extinguish the fire, but rather as a precautionary measure to slow the spread of
fire and assist ground crews in impending winds.
http://www.theadvocate.com.au/story/3725577/bombers-tackle-fires/?cs=87

Why don’t TFS management want to put these fires out? What's their game?

TFS management were slow to respond to these fires in the first place and now it appears they want
them to keep going. Were they lightning strikes or planned burns?

| am sure if these fires were lightning strikes, in any other state they would have been extinguished
long ago.

People with heart and lung conditions, plus the young and elderly (and that is a large proportion of
the population) have suffered this smoke long enough.

We only hear the sensational bits about people and properties being burnt at times like this, but the
silent killer is the smoke.

According to health information more people will be injured or die a long and painful death as a
result of the smoke than are actually burnt to death.

Our Health Department knows this, see http://cleanairtas.com/departments/rti-health-13.2.14.pdf

The ambient air quality readings have been many times over that which is considered acceptable.
25ug/m3 for PM2.5 and 50ug/m3 for PM10 are the 24hour averaged limits and vulnerable groups
can be made ill at levels below these standards.

The World Health Organisation (WHO) says “there is no safe level of fine particle pollution.”

Areas of Tasmania have recently experienced the following particulate readings:
Everyone may begin to Active children and adults, and people
experience health effects: with respiratory disease. such as asthma.
members of sensitive groups |should avoid prolonged outdoor exertion;
may experience more serious leveryone else, especially children. should
health effects limit prolonged outdoor exertion
Active children and adults. and people
with respiratory disease, such as asthma,
should avoid all outdoor exertion;
everyone else, especially children, should
limit outdoor exertion.

Health warnings of
emergency conditions. The
entire population i1s more
likely to be affected.

Health alert: everyone may
Hazardous |experience more serious
health effects

Everyone should avoid all outdoor
exertion

Sheltering indoors as directed has given little protection when the readings have been constantly
high. These burns started a month ago and here today we have readings still unacceptably high.

Dr Fay Johnston http://www.utas.edu.au/profiles/staff/menzies/fay-johnston from our own Menzies
Research Institute and UTAS states -Protection indoors is hard to generalise as it varies with the type
of house - for episodes of just a few hours it could be very helpful. For fine particles, indoor air will
eventually equilibrate with outdoor air

In this instance we are not just talking a few hours, we are talking days and weeks.







	image_001.pdf (p.1)

